NCCN Melanoma Guidelines V.3.2011 – Follow-up Teleconference – 04/01/11
Guideline Page
and Request
ME-3, ME-8
Internal request:
Based on the recent FDA
approval, review the data for
peginterferon alfa-2b for
inclusion in the Melanoma
Guidelines as an option for
adjuvant treatment of Stage
III disease.

ME-E
Internal request:
Based on the recent FDA
approval, review the data for
ipilimumab for inclusion in
the Melanoma Guidelines as
a systemic therapy option for
the treatment of advanced or
metastatic melanoma.
External request:
Submission from BristolMyers Squibb to add
ipilimumab as systemic
therapy for patients with
unresectable or metastatic
melanoma as a category 1
recommendation.

Panel Discussion

References

Based on the recent FDA approval and
supporting data in the noted reference, the
panel consensus was to add a new footnote
“n” to the option of interferon alfa for the
adjuvant treatment of stage III disease
(sentinel node positive or clinically
positive node[s]) that states, “Interferon
alfa can be given as high-dose interferon
for one year or peginterferon alfa-2b for 5
years.” Footnote n was also added to the
option of interferon alfa for the treatment
of nodal recurrence after complete lymph
node dissection.

1.

Based on the recent FDA approval and
supporting data in the noted reference, the
panel consensus was to add ipilimumab
(category 1) as an option for the treatment
of patients with advanced or metastatic
melanoma. Corresponding footnote “2”
that states, “Ipilimumab has the potential
for significant immune-mediated
complications. Participation in the risk
evaluation and mitigation strategy (REMS)
program and/or experience in use of the
drug as well as resources to follow the
patient closely are essential. Ipilimumab
should be used with extreme caution, if at
all, in patients with serious underlying
autoimmune disorders,” was also added.
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