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NCCN Guidelines Panel: Neuroendocrine Tumors
Dear Guidelines Panel
On behalf of Ipsen Biopharmaceuticals, Inc., we respectfully request the NCCN Neuroendocrine Tumors
Guideline Panel to review the enclosed data for the use of lanreotide (Somatuline®Depot) in the
treatment of patients with neuroendocrine tumors. This information is provided in response to your
verbal request which followed our original submission.
Specific changes: As a result of the information provided in this letter and the accompanying
documentation, you may conclude it is appropriate to change the terminology from “octreotide” to
“somatostatin analogs” in several places within the NCCN Guidelines for Neuroendocrine Tumors as
noted in the accompanying table. You may also choose to include the recommended dosing schedule
for lanreotide.
FDA status: Somatuline® Depot (lanreotide) has not been approved in the United States for use in
patients with neuroendocrine tumors (NETs).
Rationale for recommended changes:
The efficacy of lanreotide in patients with functional NETs has been demonstrated in several published
studies. Furthermore, the comparable mechanisms of action and clinical activity of lanreotide and
octreotide have been acknowledged in several articles that review current management strategies for
patients with NETs and carcinoid syndrome.
Data to support the use of lanreotide in neuroendocrine tumors:

This request to amend the NCCN NET guidelines to broaden the terminology to “somatostatin analogs”
to reflect inclusion of lanreotide is based on several key studies that are briefly described in the
accompanying synopsis.

Excerpt from Supporting Literature:
The following articles are submitted in support of the proposed changes (the full list of supporting
articles is in the synopsis document). Of note, many articles refer to Somatuline Autogel. “Autogel” is
the name used ex-US and it refers to the same formulation called “Depot” in the US.
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We appreciate the opportunity to provide this additional information for consideration by the NCCN
Neuroendocrine Tumors Panel. If you have any questions or require additional information, please do

not hesitate to contact me at 908-275-6042 or via e-mail at kathleen.lomax@Ipsen.com. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Graham Lomax, MD
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